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Move over, Spider-Man!  Now you don't have to be a comic-book superhero to creep up walls. 
Scientists have recently invented a powerful tape. Someday, people may be able to use it to 
climb walls.

To make the tape, scientists studied gecko lizards. The little lizards are great climbers. They 
can cling to smooth walls and hang from glass ceilings.

What is the secret to the gecko's power?  A gecko has millions of tiny hairs on the bottom of 
its feet. The hairs create a natural force between the gecko's feet and the wall.

U.S. Geological Survey

Scientists are developing a sticky tape based on the hairs on a gecko's foot.

U.S. Geological Survey- Scientists are developing a sticky tape based on the hairs on a 
gecko's foot.

Scientists modeled the new tape after the feet of geckos. The tape is covered with billions of 
tiny plastic hairs. "It's like Velcro," said one scientist.

It will be a long time before the sticky tape is ready for people to use. One scientist believes it 
may be ready in a few years. Until then, the little lizards are still the climbing champions!
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Climbing the Walls - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is unusual about the new sticky tape described in the passage?

A. The new sticky tape creates a natural force between the gecko's feet and the wall.

B. The new sticky tape allows geckos to hang from glass ceilings.

C. The new sticky will be ready for people to use in five years.

D. The new sticky tape is covered with billions of tiny plastic hairs.

2. Read these two sentences from the passage:

"The hairs create a natural force between the gecko's feet and the wall. Scientists 

modeled the new tape after the feet of geckos."

Which of the following best describes the relationship between these two sentences?

A. The sentences together tell you what the new tape is like.

B. The sentences present the reason something happened.

C. The sentences describe the steps in a process.

D. The sentences set out an argument.

3. It can be inferred from the passage that

A. the inventors of Velcro are upset about the new sticky tape invention

B. people will eventually be able to use the new sticky tape.

C. the new sticky tape will help Spider-Man creep up walls

D. the new sticky tape is not a very important invention

4. Read the following sentence:

"Now you don't have to be a comic-book superhero to creep up walls."

In this sentence the word creep most nearly means

A. to go down

B. to move slowly 

C. to fly

D. to dislike
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Climbing the Walls - Comprehension Questions

5. The passage is mostly about

A. geckos being great climbers

B. scientists doing experiments on the feet of the gecko

C. geckos having millions of tiny hairs on the bottom of their feet

D. scientists inventing a powerful tape based on the gecko

6. What helps gecko lizards be such great climbers?

7. What two words might the author use to describe the scientists who invented the new 

sticky tape? Explain your answer with supporting information from the passage.

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the word that best completes 

the sentence.

Geckos have millions of tiny hairs on their feet ____________ they are great climbers.

A. but

B. because

C. so

D. when
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